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Adams class ship USS Essex (IX-10) was designed and constructed by premier North 
American shipwright Donald McKay. Her keel was laid down in 1874 and she was 
launched in 1876. She was a three-decked wooden screw steamer sloop-of-war with 
auxiliary sail (bark-rigged). She was 185 feet long, 35 feet in the beam, had a 14.25-foot 
draft, and was 1,375 tons. When commissioned, she carried six big guns, all muzzle 
loaders: one XI-inch and four IX-inch Dahlgren Naval Artillery guns, and one 60-pound 
Parrott Rifle The ship’s armory carried dozens of small arms including rifles, pistols, 
revolvers, and cutlasses. Further, she carried a six auxiliary boats including a launch, 
two cutters, a whale boat, one gig, and a dinghy. The combinations of guns and 
watercraft carried on board USS Essex could change from log book to log book. She 
served with the US Navy in active duty and as a training ship with the Ohio Naval Militia, 
the Illinois Naval Militia, and the Minnesota Naval Militia. She was intentionally burned 
on Minnesota Point in Lake Superior at Duluth in 1931. Her Minnesota Archaeological 
Site Number is 21-SL-1030 and she is a National Register of Historic Places Property. 

Maritime Heritage Minnesota digitized the 62 known USS Essex log books held at the 
National Archives in Washington, DC, and at the US Naval Academy in Annapolis in 
2010. The log books consist of the daily activities on board the Essex as recorded by 
deck officers on duty. Those deck notes were then transcribed to be the official log of 
the Essex that were sent to the Navy Department in Washington, DC, where they were 
bound into their current book form. At the beginning of most log books, there are: a title 
page, two list of officers pages, a crew complement page (listing the crew by rank and 
job), an armaments page (list of the different large guns, boats, and small arms), and 
two pages of compass observations. Not all log books contain these pages and some 
include additional information, including a plan and section of the Essex in Log Books 8 
and 9 and four pages of directions on how to fill out log pages in Log Book 21. 
Sometimes two transcribed versions of log pages were sent to the Navy Department 
and duplicate books were produced. However, sometimes the duplicate books were not 
bound with exactly the same pages, so some books overlap each other in date. Also, 
some log book pages have writing too close to its spine edge and after binding, some 
words and numbers were ‘lost’ in the spine if the binding remained tight over the 
decades. Further, it must be kept in mind that the names of ships, both American and 
foreign, as well as geographical locations usually expressed in different languages will 
have variations in spelling. With this in mind, the deck officers of the Essex, when 
writing the log pages, may misunderstand what the actual name of a ship or 
geographical marker actually is and their handwriting may present challenges or be 
nearly illegible. The digitization and editing of the USS Essex log books were made 
possible with funding provided by the Minnesota Historical and Cultural Heritage Grant 
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program, part of the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund of the Clean Water, Land and 
Legacy Amendment. 

Log Book 21 of the USS Essex: June 21, 1886-December 31, 1886 

The National Archives houses USS Essex Log Book 21. Throughout Log Book 21,  
comments were made on: 

๏ sail adjustments with sail type and action specified 
๏ banking of boiler fires in order to put the ship on stand-by for immediate use 
๏ coupling and uncoupling the propellor when the ship was shifting from steam to sail 

and vice-versa 
๏ when under steam the different watches record the average steam boiler pressure 

and engine revolutions 
๏ lowering of smokestack and proceeded under sail and vice-versa when the Essex 

was underway 
๏ when anchored nearly every watch described the state of the anchor cables: 

crossed (‘cross in hawse, stbd chain on top’ or ‘Elbow in hawse’) and often will 
mention ‘clearing the hawse’ (the crossed anchor cables were uncrossed) 

๏ casting deep sea lead for soundings 
๏ swinging the ship to test for compass deviation 
๏ patent log readings 
๏ water distillation using the ship’s boilers to produce freshwater and refilling the 

freshwater tanks 
๏ coaling of the ship 
๏ discharging ashes onto a lighter 
๏ weather recording: temperature, wind speed and direction, barometer readings, 

state of the sea 
๏ recording the ship’s behavior (heavy rolling or pitching) 
๏ testing flood cocks in magazine and gun rooms 
๏ crew conducting ship maintenance: engine maintenance/repair, general ship 

cleaning, bilge cleaning and checking pumps, scraping and painting - and 
sometimes tarring and caulking - the ship’s hull and infrastructure, life buoy 
maintenance/repair, turned and cleaned hammocks and bedding, steam cutter 
maintenance/repair, steam/sail launch maintenance/repair 

๏ crew conducting drills: furling and unfurling sails, target practice with the main 
battery (great guns), target practice with the air gun, floating target practice, general 
quarters drills, small arms drills, fire drills, torpedo drills, passing powder drills, 
abandon ship drills, gatling gun drills, battalion drills, landing party drills, navigation 
drills, Winchester Hotchkiss Magazine Rifle drills, target practice with targeting 
hanging from a yardarm, Morse signal drills, basic medical training (tourniquets, 
resuscitation), 

๏ Marine Guard infantry tactics drills 
๏ cadet/apprentice drills 
๏ receiving fresh water from shore through pumps or lighter 
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๏ receiving provisions and stores: food, medical supplies, clothing, engineering gear, 
construction 

๏ Quarterly Board of Survey’s findings of condemned articles on board (food, 
equipment) and their fate (food was usually tossed overboard) from the inventories 
of the different ship’s departments (Ordnance, Engineering, Navigation, Equipment, 
Medical, Pay) 

๏ crew promotions 
๏ crew quarters inspection 
๏ liberty parties sent ashore 
๏ lists of new crew members - recruits or transfers from other ships- taken on board 

during a cruise 
๏ crew transfers to other ships 
๏ crew members in solitary confinement or other punishments for various infractions, 

AWOL crew, general and summary court martial proceedings, AWOL crew put in 
irons 

๏ rewards offered for the return of AWOL crewmen 
๏ weekly Sunday services; after the services, once a month, the Articles for Better 

Government of the Navy were read to the crew 

NOTE: The Essex deck officers who recorded the daily happenings on the ship 
often translated the names of non-American ships incorrectly. MHM determined 
the correct spellings of the ships and those corrections are reflected in the 
Finding Aid, not the poorly transliterated ship names. 

At the beginning of Log Books 21, in mid-June 1886, the USS Essex was moored at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard. On June 21 she was recommissioned for active duty service in the 
US Navy under Commander Theodore Frelinghuysen Jewell. From June 22-to the end 
of month, Navy Yard workmen painted the ship and Essex received a small number of 
men from US Receiving Ship Vermont. The crew also conducted general cleaning of the 
ship. 

On July 1, 1886, Essex received a large number of from USRS Vermont. Over the next 
two days, watches start being held on board and men were already arriving overdue 
from leave. On July 4, Commander Jewell inspected the ship and the first muster since 
Essex was recommissioned finds six men AWOL. On July 5, colors were hoisted at 
each mast and large numbers of Brazilian officers with the drum corps paid their 
respects to the Commanding Officer of the Navy Yard. For the next week, Essex 
received stores for Equipment,Ordinance, Navigation, Medicine Provisions, Clothing, 
and Pay Departments. On July 12 a large number of naval apprentices arrived from 
frigate US Training Ship Minnesota, and crewmen AWOL for ten days were declared 
deserters. During the next week, more crewmen transferred from USTS Minnesota, a 
visitor was found onboard with liquor and he was sent under a guard to the Navy Yard 
gate. Essex was coaled, her engine tested, and the dispatch boat USS Despatch left 
the Navy Yard. On July 19, the ship left the Navy Yard dock and the Navy Yard tug USS 
Catalpa took Essex alongside the monitor USS Nantucket. Over the next week, Navy 
Yard workman prepared the Essex for sea, crewmen were sent to USRS Vermont for a 
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concert, sloop-of-war USS Juniata arrived at the Navy Yard, and steel protected cruiser 
USS Atlanta went into commission (Atlanta was one of the first steel warships of the 
'New Navy'; one of the ABCD ships). A set of sails and sail equipment was brought on 
board, Marine Guard drilled on shore, Commander Jewell took leave and returned, and 
an 11-gun salute was fired from Navy Yard battery. On July 27, Commander Jewell and 
the ship’s Navigator left Essex to inspect the electrical plant of the steam yacht Electra, 
a Harlan & Hollingsworth-built steam yacht. The next day, the crew filled the two 
starboard water tanks from Navy Yard fire plug. On July 30 an Officer from a Brazilian 
frigate paid an official visit to Essex and a crewman was transferred to the Navy 
Hospital. The next night, a Marine sentry found asleep at his post and he placed under 
arrest (he received a dishonorable discharge from the US Marine Corps during his 
General Court Martial on August 7). Throughout the last two weeks of July, the crew 
conducted General quarters drills, provisioning boat drills, and abandon ship drills, while 
ship cleaning and maintenance continued, including overhauling the life buoys. 

On August 1, 1886, Navy Yard Marines delivered a drunken crewman to the Essex and 
the next day, USS Juniata left the Yard and the ship’s crew received their clothing for 
their upcoming cruise. Over the next 8 days, Essex received on board all her ship’s 
boats - except the steam cutter - and received men from USRS Vermont and sloop USS 
Vandalia, while Essex transferred some men to Vandalia as well. USS Catalpa moved 
Essex to coal the dock, she took on board one sounding machine along with powder 
and shell, fireworks, laboratory stores, and other items. The log also details items 
recently found missing from Medical Department that included bottles of whiskey, port, 
brandy, and alcohol - and the ship’s steam launch broke a connecting rod. Essex moved 
with the aid of the Catalpa to an anchorage off Ellis Island. The officers also exercised 
the crew at general quarters and conducted battalion drills. USS Vandalia and USS 
Atlanta (towed by two tugs ) left the Navy Yard and headed down the East River. USS 
Catalpa returned to the Navy Yard. On August 10, the crew was put through extensive 
abandon ship drills that involved getting every crew man onto ship’s boats and 
launching them in the river; one crewman injured his foot while recovering the steam 
launch. Over the next 2 days, Navy Yard workmen working on ship’s plumbing in 
forecastle, the Engineering Department brought on board essential stores and the crew 
went through general quarter, fire quarter, Infantry, boat, and  abandon ship drills. Essex 
was visited by Rear Admiral James Edward Jouett, President of the Board of Inspection 
and Survey, boarded Essex along with the Board and commenced an inspection of the 
ship; the crew beat to quarters and were inspected. 

On August 12, sloop-of-war USS Brooklyn went to sea and exchanged signals with 
Essex, and then she steamed out of the harbor. Essex noted the Sandy Hook Lightship 
and returned to her anchorage off 34th Street in the North River. The Admiral and the 
Board of Inspection then left the ship. Over the next week, provisions arrived for all  the 
ship’s departments and the whale boat's bow detached from her davit and dropped, 
spilling boat equipment into the water; not all of it was recovered. Commander Jewell 
left Essex for official visits and nearly daily, crew were reported AWOL and rewards 
were offered to the local police for their return. On August 19, the ship left the North 
River and anchored off Ellis Island. A water boat came alongside the ship and 3,100 
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gallons of water was transferred to Essex. Commander Jewell left the ship for three 
days. On August 20, the steam launch was sent ashore for more soft coal and the next 
day, launch was disabled due to her bottom blow pipe being stopped up. On August 23, 
Essex steamed to Wallabout Bay to the coal dock at the Brooklyn Navy Yard - USRS 
Vermont exchanged signals with her and Commander Jewell returned from his leave. 
For the remainder of August, the steam cutter was turned over to Navy Yard authorities 
to be fitted with torpedoes, Essex received a supply of torpedoes and other ammunition, 
and the Navy Yard workmen repaired the ship’s heads. The Jacob's ladder on the 
mainmast was damaged when the topgallant masts were fidded. The Ordinance and 
Pay Departments received more provisions and a salute was fired from the Ordinance 
Dock Battery. A Navy tug towed Essex to the coal dock, Navy Yard tug USS Nina, and 
steamer Boshin entered the Yard; Boshin was intended for Naval service. 

On September 1, 1886, Essex took on miscellaneous supplies and received the last of 
her crew from USRS Vermont. The next day, Essex took on board one case of 
Herreschoff launch fittings intended for delivery to USS Brooklyn. Essex then left the  
Navy Yard and stood down the East River heading to Gibraltar, passing the Sandy Hook 
Lightship. On September 3, the crew took soundings, engaged in practice reefing & 
hoisting sails, and all divisions engaged in target practice with the air gun. The next day, 
water was discovered in fore hold and pumping commenced for rest of the day. 
However, at the end of day, bilge pump broke and repairs were made. On September 5, 
the crew continued pumping the forward hold since it still contained 2-5 inches of water. 
As the ship sailed, the crew sighted a brig. The next day, the ship was still being 
pumped and the bilge pumps were working badly due to their being clogged with wood 
chips left over from Essex’s 1884-1886 overhaul. Over the next two days, the crew 
drilled with the great guns, had gunnery practice using a floating target, and the Marine 
Guard conducted infantry drills. The magazine and shell room were aired and an 
inventory of powder expended during practice was kept. The crew attempted to tack the 
ship and had three failed attempts; on the fourth attempt the sailors wore the ship 
instead and was successful. The bilge held six inches of water before the bilge pumps 
were repaired and the water successfully pumped out. 

On September 8 while under sail, Essex hoved to for torpedo practice and the resulting 
explosive concussion broke two lantern globes hanging in lamp locker room underneath 
the port side of forecastle. The next day, the crew received instruction in locating 
arteries and the application of tourniquets. The rest of September was spent sailing 
toward Gibraltar. During that time, the crew sighted one barkentine, one hammock was 
lost overboard, the ship passed through frequent patches of floating oil, the crew had 
Hotchkiss rifle, Gatling gun, and air gun practice, as well as additional medical training 
in applying tourniquets and resuscitation practice. Signalmen were instructed in codes, 
the men learned to use the deep sea sounding machine, officers gave quarterly board 
examinations of apprentices, and the crew had night gunnery practice. The patent log 
was fouled with gulfweed and developed kinks in its line. On September 20, the engines 
were used to keep head to wind and the ship rolled greatly at times; the greatest roll 
was 20 degrees. The next day, during one sounding exercise, the men lost one sinker 
and 20 fathoms of wire. The ship continued to roll greatly; the greatest roll was 30 
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degrees to starboard and 20 to port. On September 29, a barque was sighted, Essex 
exchanged colors with French transatlantic ocean liner Saint-Laurent, and the next day, 
more barques were sighted. 

On October 3, 1886, the crew sighted several sailing vessels, three steamers, and two 
English men-of-war. The next day, the crew prepared for the port and passed five 
steamers and one barque, circling outside Gibralter Harbor in the early morning. Essex 
took anchor at Gibralter and a Medical Survey was held on one of the ship’s crewmen. 
He was transferred to the sloop-of-war USS Kearsage for transport back to US, having 
been condemned by the Medical Survey. Visits were received by an officer from 
gunboat HMS Grappler and the American Consul. Over the next four days, courtesies 
were exchanged with officers of the sloop-of-war USS Kearsage, sloop HMS Sylvia, 
Spanish corvette Caditana, the Governor General of Gibraltar, and the Senior Naval 
Officer of the Gibraltar Navy Yard. Essex took on coal and provisions, and Commander 
Jewell offered rewards for the return of AWOL crewmen. Signals from the shore from 
the local police stated they arrested several Essex men for various offenses. Essex 
retrieved and confined the men and rewards were paid. Commander Jewell also 
disrated two crewmen and transferred them to sloop USS Pensacola for transport back 
to the US. USS Kearsage and seven streamers left Gibraltar, and four English 
steamers, one Italian barque anchored, seven other steamers, and another barque 
anchored in the port. 

On October 9, before Essex left Gibraltar, the ship’s Pay Clerk left her, having resigned. 
After passing Europa Point, Essex passed a steamer and felucca. The next day, the 
Engineering Crew hauled fires under two boilers because of leaky tubes, and the crew 
spotted several steamers and sailing vessels. Over the next 4 days, the crew used the 
Thomsons machine - the casting lead used for soundings - to check the water depth. 
The flood cocks were tested in the magazine and gun rooms to ensure the ordinance 
remained dry, and the helm was swinging ship when under steam to deck for compass 
deviations. The men exercised at small arms target practice on a floating target, on a 
target hanging from a yardarm, and at the great guns. As Essex moved along, she 
passed a brig, barque, brigantine, and 13 steamers. On October 15, a large leak 
developed in the #6 and #8 boilers, resulting in their shutdown. The ship anchored in 
Valetta Harbor, Malta, and received a preliminary visit of courtesy from Rear Admiral 
W.F. Ward, Royal Navy, the superintendent of the Malta Dock Yard. Courtesy visits were 
then exchanged with US Consul T.F. Worthington, US Vice-Consul C.B. Eyman, the 
Governor of Malta, Consul Worthington, Vice-Consul Eyman, Admiral Ward. For the 
next six days, the English troopship Geelong anchored and then left the harbor.  
Dispatch vessel cruiser HMS Iris, HMS troopship Crocodile, turret ship HBMS (Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Ship) Orient, sloop HMS Cruiser, ironclad HMS Orion, gunboat HMS 
Albacore, sloop HMS Pegasus, and sloop HMS Gannet* entered the harbor and 
anchored. Official visits were exchanged with the aforementioned British ships in 
addition to the Superintendent of the DockYard. HBMT (Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Troopship) Crocodile and HMS Iris left harbor.  
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On October 21, Essex left Valetta Harbor and found two stowaways on board: Jon 
Davis and David Anderson belonging to steamer Manithorp. Over the next three days, 
the engineers once again hauled fires under boilers #6 and #8 because of a leak, Essex 
passed 6 steamers (one of them was Italian), and the ship encountered drifting fog 
banks. On October 26, Essex anchored outside Port Said, Egypt; Commander Jewell 
ordered a rocket be sent up to alert the port pilot. The pilot came on board and directed 
the ship into Port Said Harbor and moored in the eastern side. For the next five days, 
Essex’s two stowaways from Malta - who had been put under sentries on board Essex - 
were sent ashore to the English Consul. Gunboat HMS Starling, French corvette La 
Lendre, and three steamers anchored in the port. Official visits were exchanged with the 
Governor of Port Said His Excellency Ibrahim Pacha (Pasha), US Vice-Consul Mr. 
Broadbent, Egyptian frigate Essaca, corvette HMS Coquette, HMS Starling, and the 
French corvette La Lendre. The crew was busy cleaning the bilges and enjoying liberty; 
several crewmen were punished for drunkenness. Essex took on coal and other 
provisions. On October 30, an Egyptian pilot boarded Essex and she up-anchored and 
proceeded through the Suez Canal. The log notes navigation points known as K14, 
K24, etc. Pilots were exchanged at Ismalia and the next day, Essex moored on the 
western bank of Suez Canal for the night. 

November 1, 1886, USS Essex entered Great Bitter Lake and passed two steamers; 
she tied up at K33 to allow three steamers to pass and then tied up at K152 to allow 
passage of English troopship Euphrates. She passed Suez and anchored to allow the 
US Consular Agent at Suez on board. Essex then stood out into the Red Sea and 
passed two steamers. The next day, she entered the Gulf of Suez; the crew sighted two 
wrecks - a steamer and a sailing vessel. Over the next five days, the crew exercised at 
Morse signals, passed one steamer and sighted 2 steamers, and exchanged colors with 
British steamer Erin. On November 7, the crew observed two shooting stars with a flight 
of about 10 seconds, and passed a steamer showing no port side lights. Essex stopped 
for 30 minutes to repair the feed pump and once underway, the helm took to swinging 
the ship to determine if there was compass deviation. The log noted the deceptive 
appearance of broken seas ahead; the ship was order to stop and take soundings - no 
bottom was recorded. The next day, exchanged colors with a passing German steamer. 
On November 9, the crew noted two wrecks on the east side of the beach on Jebel 
Zukin Island. One wreck was a large steamer with her masts and funnel still standing, 
with her head to the Island, and her hull half out of the water. The other wreck was a 
sailing vessel with her masts gone and stern thrown onto the beach. Essex sighted an 
iron steamer and exchanged colors with a French gunboat, Japanese cruiser, an 
English merchantman, and British steel steamer Clan Drummond. The next day, the 
crew continued to take soundings and colors were exchanged with an English steamer. 
Essex stood through the Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb and traveled along the Arabian 
Coast; she exchanged colors with the English steamer Patosi and a French steamer, 
and sighted another steamer. The ship anchored for the night off of Aden at Steamer 
Point. On November 11, an Aden health boat came alongside and after an inspection, 
Essex obtained a pratique - permission for the ship’s complement to leave the ship. 
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Over the next six days, Essex put crew mail on the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company (P&O, an English business) steamer Ganges before she left 
harbor. The crew overhauled the used wire for deep sea soundings, the steam cutter 
was sent out to exercise with torpedoes; the cutter’s guide brasses were reported to be 
worn out and repairs were made. The ship took on provisions and discharged a load of 
ashes onto a lighter. The India Marine steamer Amber Witch, French gunboat 
Capricorn, English P&O mail steamer Kaisar-i-hind with mail from London, and five 
other steamers anchored in the port. The usual courtesies and visits were exchanged 
with the US Consul, Commander of the English East-India Squadron Rear Admiral Sir 
Charles Richards, Military Governor of Aden Colonel Gosset, ironclad corvette HBM 
Flagship Bacchante, sloop HMS Mariner, sloop HMS Penguin, and Amber Witch. An 
unusually high tide flooded the deck of a wrecked German steamer in harbor. Taking 
advantage of the high water, harbor tugs moved the sunken steamer. Amber Witch and 
two Italian steamers - one of them was a mail vessel - left port. On November 17, Essex 
left Aden headed across the Arabian Sea for Colombo, Ceylon (Sri Lanka); she 
exchanged colors with an English steamer and passed a P&O ship. The next day, the 
ship was passing along the Somalia Coast; boilers #6 and #8 were once shut down due 
to a bad leak. The crew took soundings every day to determine water depth along the 
coast. On November 24 and 25, the crew observed a comet in the night sky; it became 
known as Comet Finlay, a periodic comet that is visible from the Earth every seven 
years. Comet Finlay came to its closest approach to the sun (perhelion) on December 
27, 2014. Also on November 25, the helm stopped Essex due to a water disturbance 
sighted ahead. The crew took soundings that showed no bottom, and the disturbance 
was later seen to be caused by large quantities of phosphorescent animals in the sea. 
The crew conducted gunnery exercises, and the starboard quarter pennant was found 
gone - from an unknown cause. The ship exchanged colors with English steamers on 
November 27, 29, and 30, and two other steamers were sighted. 

On December 1, 1886, Essex passed a Russian steamer and a barque. The next day, 
she anchored in Colombo, Ceylon (Sri Lanka). Over the next three days, the ship was 
coaled, provisions were loaded on board, liberty parties went ashore, and Commander 
Jewell conducted official visits. Also, P&O steamer Clyde left the harbor, an English 
steamer entered the part and anchored, and P&O steamer Tasmania anchored astern 
of the Essex. On December 6, Essex left Colombo Harbor, heading for Singapore. On 
December 8, Essex experienced incredibly rough seas - the ship rolled between 25 to 
35 degrees, with one leeward roll measured to 40 degrees. During the ‘big roll’, the 
ship’s gig filled with water and washed overboard. Other damage and losses included a 
split jib that required repair and the carrying away of the steam cutter’s cradle. The ship 
hoved to under shortened the sail, but heavy cross seas washed away one IV-inch 
tampion and muzzle bag. Since Essex was stopped, it was decided to pour coconut oil 
into the sea at the stern; it made an appreciable smoothing effect on the following sea. 
In the evening, the weather abated enough to get underway again. The next day the 
seas became rough again and the ship rolled 25-30 degrees; the seas improved later in 
the day. 
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Over the next 7 days, the crew engaged in gunnery practice. On December 14, during 
torpedo practice, an exercise torpedo exploded prematurely and injured six men; one of 
whom died shortly after. Commander Jewell ordered the ship stopped ship for the burial 
service for Peter Hagle, the coordinates were recorded where his shipmates left his 
body overboard for a burial at sea. A Board of Investigation was formed to determine 
what caused the torpedo malfunction. After getting underway, Essex’s engine was 
stopped for repairs that only took a few hours to complete. Underway again, the crew 
observed a number of reddish brown snakes swimming in the water over a couple of 
days. At one point, the ship was ordered turned to investigate suspected floating 
wreckage; it turned out to be tree trunk. Later, Essex passed a quantity of floating logs, 
tree stumps, brush wood - and several drifting canoes.** Essex exchanged colors with 
English and Dutch steamers, sighted a German steamer, and passed a French 
troopship, an English steamer, and three other steamers. On December 17, the ship 
was nearing Singapore. She passed 6 steamers, several native boats, a French 
steamer, exchanged colors with American bark Wildwood out of Boston, and stood into 
Singapore Harbor and anchored the next day. Essex remained at Singapore through the 
end of December.  

A Medical Survey on board recommend that three Essex crewmen be transfer to the 
Civil Hospital of Singapore; Commander Jewell complied with the request. The steam 
launch was disabled by the breaking of a valve stem guide of the engine’s high pressure 
cylinder; it was sent ashore for repairs along with other various pumps to be refitted. All 
hands were exercised at shifting sails. At one point, a main deck awning on the port side 
caught fire from the galley funnel and burned holes in three clothes; it was later 
repaired. Liberty parties were sent ashore; later, men found AWOL and rewards were 
posted for their return, with some money claimed by local authorities. Throughout the 
last half of December, Essex officers extended and received the usual courtesies with 
numerous dignitaries and ships: US Consul A.G. Studer, Esq., the Colonial Society, Mr. 
Mayne, advisor to the Governor of the Colony, sloop HMS Satellite, gunboat HMS 
Zephyr, Dutch ironclad turret ram Prins Hendrik der Nederlanden***, and Russian screw 
clipper Dzhigit. As these vessels moved out of and back into the harbor, Essex 
exchanged colors and signals with Dutch Prins Hendrik, HMS Satellite, and Russian 
screw clipper Dzhigit - she fired a salute with English colors at the fore and the on-shore 
fort responded. In addition, the Essex crew recognized the activities of the busy port, 
reporting that three sailing vessels and five steamers left the harbor and nine steamers 
came to anchor. On December 30, the crew observed a large fire in Singapore and the 
next day, three steamers and HMS Satellite left the harbor - and Satellite re-entered the 
harbor later in the day - while USS Essex distilled water for ship’s use all day. 

*HMS Gannet is still afloat as a museum ship in Chatham, England. 
**MHM suspect the canoes and floating detritus were drawn into the Indian Ocean during the high swells 
experienced by Essex. 
***Essex log books 19-20 misidentified Dutch warship Prins Hendrik der Nederlanden; MHM identified the 
discrepancy in those books and corrected it. 
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Tags: 
American Ships: steel protected cruiser USS Atlanta, steamer Boshin, sloop-of-war 
USS Brooklyn, Navy Yard tug USS Catalpa, dispatch boat USS Despatch, steam yacht 
Electra, sloop-of-war USS Essex, sloop-of-war USS Juniata, sloop-of-war USS 
Kearsage, frigate USTS Minnesota, monitor USS Nantucket, Navy Yard tug USS Nina, 
sloop USS Pensacola, USRS Vermont, bark Wildwood 

British Ships: gunboat HMS Albacore, ironclad corvette HBM Flagship Bacchante, 
corvette HMS Coquette, HMS troopship Crocodile, sloop HMS Cruiser, steel steamer 
Clan Drummond, steamer Erin, troopship Euphrates, steamer Ganges, troopship 
Geelong, gunboat HMS Grappler, dispatch vessel cruiser HMS Iris, mail steamer 
Kaisar-i-hind, sloop HMS Mariner, turret ship HBMS Orient, ironclad HMS Orion, 
steamer Patosi, sloop HMS Penguin, sloop HMS Satellite, gunboat HMS Starling, sloop 
HMS Sylvia, gunboat HMS Zephyr 

Dutch Ship: ironclad turret ram Prins Hendrik der Nederlanden 

Egyptian Ship: frigate Essaca 

French Ships: gunboat Capricorn, corvette La Lendre, transatlantic ocean liner Saint-
Laurent 

Russian Ship: screw clipper Dzhigit 

Spanish Ship: corvette Caditana 
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